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Chapter 30 HEALTH AND SAN TATI ON*

*Charter reference(s)--C eaning of prem ses, § 17.

Cross reference(s)--Animals, ch. 6; buildings and buil ding
regul ations, ch. 10; environnent, ch. 18; floods, ch. 26;
of fenses involving health and safety, § 38-116 et seq.

State law reference(s)--Certain |ocal regulations pertaining
to food and beverage contai ners prohibited, Code of Virginia, 8§
10. 1- 1425; regul ation of well covers, Code of Virginia, 8§ 18.2-
318; inspection warrant for inspecting or testing for toxic
substances, Code of Virginia, 8 19.2-393 et seq.; health, Code of
Virginia, tit. 32.1; sanitation in transportation term nals,

festivals, fairs, service stations, etc., Code of Virginia, 8
32. 1- 202.

Article I. In General

Secs. 30-1--30-30. Reserved.

Article Il. Refuse; Vegetation

Sec. 30-31. Definitions.

Sec. 30-32. Refuse storage--Collection and di sposal .
Sec. 30-33. Sane--Standards and regul ati ons.

Sec. 30-34. Property to be free of refuse.

Sec. 30-35. Renoval .

Sec. 30-36. Grass, weeds and other foreign growh.
Sec. 30-37. Penalty for violation of article.

ARTI CLE |. | N GENERAL

Secs. 30-1--30-30. Reserved.

ARTI CLE I'I. REFUSE; VEGETATI ON

Sec. 30-31. Definitions.

The foll owm ng words, ternms and phrases, when used in this
article, shall have the nmeanings ascribed to themin this



section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meani ng:

Gar bage neans putresci bl e ani mal and veget abl e wast es
resulting fromthe handling, preparation, cooking and consunption
of food.

Private coll ectors means persons engaged in the collection
and transportation of refuse fromresidential, conmercial,
industrial, institutional or other establishnents for
conpensat i on.

Ref use neans all putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes
of the town, including trash, garbage, ashes, rubbish, street
cl eanings and solid wastes generated from manufacturing,
i ndustrial, comrercial and agricultural activities and any ot her
busi ness or profession.

Storage area neans an encl osed area on private property of
commercial, industrial, institutional or other establishment used
for the storage of refuse.

Town col | ectors nmeans persons contracted by the town engaged
in the collection and transporting of refuse.

(Code 1981, § 5-46.1(B))
Cross reference(s)--Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 30-32. Refuse storage--Collection and di sposal .

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this article is to provide
regul ations for the sanitary and effective storage, collection
and di sposal of refuse in the town.

(b) Authority to adm nister. The zoning adm nistrator is
del egated authority to admnister this article and to issue
suppl enmentary rules and regul ations that are in support of and
not in conflict wwth the provisions of this article. Such
suppl enental rules and regul ati ons shall have the sanme force and
effect as if fully set forth in this article.

(Code 1981, § 5-46.1(A), (O)
Sec. 30-33. Sane--Standards and regul ati ons.
(a) Residential refuse.
(1) Storage. Except as otherwi se provided in this article,
refuse shall be stored in watertight netal or
nonbr eakabl e pl astic cans, equipped with handl es and

tightfitting covers. Cans shall have a maxi num capacity
of 31 gallons. Plastic bags with a m ni num thi ckness of



(2)

(3)

(b)
(1)

(2)

(3)

three mllinmeters may be substituted for the cans.
These plastic bags nust be filled in such a manner as
to prevent ripping or tearing of bags and nust be
tightly secured at the top.

Exceptions. The follow ng are exceptions to the
provi sions of this section:

a. Tree trinmmngs with a maxi mum di aneter of 1 1/2
i nches, bushes and brush nust be tied securely in
bundl es not nore than four feet in |ength.

b. Ref use col l ected during the spring cleanup that is
too large or bulky for containers nay be placed
next to the cans or bags.

C. Col d ashes shall be placed in netal containers.

d. Cont ai ners that can be nechanically lifted by the
col l ection vehicle are excepted.

Pl acement. All refuse shall be placed at the curbline
not earlier than 4:00 p.m of the day precedi ng pickup
and not later than 6:00 a.m on the day of pickup. Cans
must be tightly covered. Plastic bags nust be securely
tied. Refuse shall not be placed on the sidewal k or on
any portion of a street right-of-way where it wll
interfere with pedestrian traffic. Cans shall be
removed fromthe curbline as soon as possible after
trash pickup and shall be stored in the rear of the
building or in a screened or enclosed trash receptacle
storage area.

Commerci al refuse

Each busi ness establishnment shall be equi pped with
adequate refuse containers or storage areas. Al
cont ai ners, except those for storage of bul ky refuse,
shal | be verm nproof and waterproof, of noncorrosive
mat eri al and equi pped with tight [ids, which shall be
kept closed at all tinmes except when filling or
enptyi ng the cont ai ner.

Cont ai ners and storage areas shall be enptied regularly
and cl eaned sufficiently often to keep them free of
obnoxi ous odors and vernm n.

Al'l storage areas shall be encl osed by adequate wall
or opaque fencing and shall be well drained and ful
accessible to collection equi pnent and to public hea
i nspection. These areas shall protect refuse from

di spersal by wi nd or otherw se, and nust be kept free
of litter and refuse overfl ow.
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(c) Prohibited activities.

(1) It shall be unlawful to place refuse in any street,
alley, or public or private place unless placed in
proper containers or storage areas for collection.

(2) It shall be unlawful to accumul ate refuse on either
residential or commercial properties, except in
approved contai ners or storage areas.

(3) It shall be unlawful to place any refuse in a manner
where it may be scattered by the el enents.

(4) It shall be unlawful to permt private containers to
remain on public streets at tinmes other than those
described in subsection (a)(3) of this section.

(Code 1981, § 5-46.2)
Sec. 30-34. Property to be free of refuse.

(a) The town council finds that the proliferation of refuse
and litter, including but not limted to food- and beverage-
related trash and litter, unused or abandoned machi nery or
appliances, within the town constitutes a threat to the health,
wel fare and safety of the conmunity, degrades the appearance of
the community and reduces the val ue of surroundi ng properti es.

(b) Owners of property within the town shall keep such
property free of refuse, litter, unused or abandoned nachi nery or
appl i ances, and ot her substances that m ght endanger the health,
safety and wel fare of residents of the town.

(Code 1981, § 5-44.1)

State | aw reference(s)--Renoval of trash, Code of Virginia,
§ 15.2-901.

Sec. 30-35. Renoval.

(a) When substances of the nature set forth in section 30-34
are found upon property within the town, the zoning adm ni strator
shall imediately notify the owner of such property to renove
such substance. Such notification shall be by registered or
certified letter sent to the ower at his last known address. |f
after diligent inquiry no address can be found for such owner,
the letter shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
property.

(b) If the substances have not been renoved fromthe
property by the owner within ten days fromthe date the letter
has been mailed, or the notice posted, the zoning adm nistrator
shal | cause the renoval by town forces or the town's agent of
such substances from such property forthwith



(c) Wiere substances have been renpved from property by the
zoni ng adm ni strator pursuant to the provisions of this section,
the cost of such renoval shall be chargeable to and paid by the
owner of the property and may be collected by the town as taxes
and levies are collected. Every charge authorized by this section
wi th which the owner and |ienhol der of any such property shal
have been assessed and which renmains unpaid shall constitute a
i en agai nst such property ranking on a priority with liens for
unpai d | ocal taxes and enforceable in the sane manner as provided
in Code of Virginia, 88 58.1-3940 et seq. and 58. 1-3965 et seq.

(Code 1981, § 5-44.2)
Sec. 30-36. Grass, weeds and other foreign growh.

(a) Where grass, weeds or other foreign growmh in excess of
12 inches in height is found upon property, the zoning
adm nistrator shall imrediately notify the owner of such property
to cut such grass, weeds or other foreign substances down to a
hei ght not to exceed three inches. Notification shall be nmade by
the sane procedure as set forth in section 30-35.

(b) If the grass, weeds or other foreign growh have not
been cut down within ten days fromthe date of the letter or
posting, the zoning adm nistrator shall cause the cutting down by
the town, or the town's agent, of such grass, weeds or other
foreign growh forthwth.

(c) Where grass, weeds or other foreign growh have been cut
down on property by the zoning adm ni strator pursuant to the
provi sions of this section, the cost of such cutting shall be
chargeable to and paid by the owner of the property and nay be
collected by the town as taxes and | evies are coll ected.

(Code 1981, § 5-45)
Sec. 30-37. Penalty for violation of article.

Any person who violates any provision of this article by
doing a prohibited act, or failing to performa required act or
failing to performpermtted acts in the prescribed manner, shal
be deened guilty of a class 3 m sdeneanor.

(Code 1981, § 5-47)



